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Immigration has been a touchstone of the political debates in many countries for a long 

time now. Policymakers tend to weigh the security, economic, as well as the humanitarian 

concerns regarding the immigration subject. Immigration presents a myriad of challenges for 

countries and governments, and the only way to resolve such challenges is through immigration 

reforms (Becerra et al., 2017). The reforms pave way for laws which curb illegal immigration 

which threatens public safety and security. However, there’s a general cognizance of the fact that 

it enforcing immigration laws is a daunting venture. The United States alone has at least 12 

million out-of-status immigrants, some of whom entered the country legally but their visas have 

since expired, as well as the illegal immigrants. There are also alien absconders or fugitive aliens 

who have ignored deportation orders (Motomura, 2015). The law enforcement efforts seek to 

deal with these groups by getting them out of the country. The United States scenario is a pointer 

to the ineffectiveness of the legal structures and processes that have been put in place to deal 

with the illegal immigration menace in different countries. 

It is one thing to have immigration laws, but another thing to apply the laws in a way that 

it resolves the illegal immigration problem that is on a rising trend. In the United States, the 

immigration laws have made it possible to institute legal proceedings against illegal immigrants, 

but this has only created a bigger problem and offered little solution (Nguyen & Gill, 2016). 

There has been a significant backlog of illegal immigrant cases in the US for a long time, and 

there is still no end in sight. Even with the much talked-about immigration laws in place, illegal 

immigrants still enter the country in large numbers. The laws have been used to issue deportation 

orders against unlucky illegal immigrants, but there is a significant enforcement workload, partly 

owing to the large numbers involved, and partly because the systems are largely inefficient 

(Motomura, 2015). The budget and manpower have also increased exponentially in the recent 

years. 

Participation in the enforcement of immigration laws in the United States takes place at 

the local and state levels. Presently, however, the federal government is not bound to any local 

and state polities in conducting any immigration law enforcement actions, and this is because 

immigration control remains a federal responsibility. The localities and the states have the right 

to, within broad limits, formulate immigration policies prescribing how to enforce specific 

immigration laws (Becerra et al., 2017). The implication of this state of affairs is that in the 
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United States, a continuous national approach continues to be lacking, thereby making it difficult 

to deal with the challenge successfully. However, there are certain approaches that limit the 

participation of the localities and the states in the enforcement of immigration laws. At local 

level, there are the police officers whose primary duty is to protect all members of the public, 

some of whom do not reside in the country legally.  

There is the problem of limited cooperation between the federal department and the local 

and state organs. On the one hand, for example, police officers in the localities boost the federal 

support by way of identifying and removing illegal immigrants who have been convicted of 

felonies. On the other hand, the police officers are obligated to neither identify nor remove 

undocumented aliens because that is a federal function (Becerra et al., 2017). Limited 

cooperation is also present in major US cities, including New York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, 

Chicago, District of Columbia, among many others, which have passed laws which limit the 

enforcement of the immigration laws at the local level. The four US states of Montana, Alaska, 

Oregon, and New Mexico explicitly and expressly prohibit the application of state resources in 

the enforcement of immigration laws.   

There are also approaches that favor the participation of local and state in the 

enforcement of immigration laws. The US Immigrant and Customs Enforcement (ICE) partner 

with local and state law enforcement agencies through a mechanism created by the Section 287 

(g) of the IIRIRA. Additionally, there is the Law Enforcement Support Center (LESC) database 

to which the local- and state-level security criminal justice agents have access (Nguyen & Gill, 

2016). The database enables the agents to find the information regarding the criminal history of 

suspects, and the inclusion of the immigration information in the data set has offered great help. 

The database responds to queries touching on the immigration status of suspects. 

In conclusion, immigration and law enforcement are intertwined. The latter is intended to 

resolve the challenges faced as a result of the former, but there are concerns that it is not as 

effective as it should be in resolving the challenge of illegal immigration that countries continue 

to face, especially the United States. Law enforcement remains a challenge, and this means that 

the immigration menace remains. It is important for there to be collaborative approach where 

relevant law enforcement agencies at all levels collaborate effectively. However, in a country 
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like the United States, there is laxity on this vital front and the states and localities are at liberty 

to opt not to implement the immigration laws.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://academicwritershub.com/


IMMIGRATION AND LAW ENFORCEMENT                                                                  5 
 

Also Read : Cheap Academic Writing Services 
 

References 

Becerra, D., Wagaman, M. A., Androff, D., Messing, J., & Castillo, J. (2017). Policing 

immigrants: Fear of deportations and perceptions of law enforcement and criminal 

justice. Journal of Social Work, 17(6), 715-731. 

Motomura, H. (2015). The President's Dilemma: Executive Authority, Enforcement, and the 

Rule of Law in Immigration Law. Immigr. & Nat'lity L. Rev., 36, 143. 

Nguyen, M. T., & Gill, H. (2016). Interior immigration enforcement: The impacts of expanding 

local law enforcement authority. Urban Studies, 53(2), 302-323. 

 

 

https://academicwritershub.com/

